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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0330 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS ET 

SUBJECT: EAL DC-3 DESTROYED IN MASSAWA 

1 . ON THE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 23, AN EAL DC-3, THE SECOND 
SECTION OF A SPECIAL EASTER FLIGHT, ARRIVED WITH PASSENGERS 
VISITING MASSAWA FOR THE HOLIDAY. AFTER THE PASSENGERS DIS- 
EMBARKED, THE EMPTY AIRCRAFT TAXIED TO INLET END OF THE RUNWAY 
AND AS IT WAS TURNING FOR TAKE-OFF, THE TAIL WHEEL APPARENTLY RAN 
OVER A LAND MINE WHICH EXPLODED CAUSING EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO THE 
TAIL SECTION. THE PILOT, CO-PILOT AND STEWARD JUMPED TO SAFETY 

AS FUEL FROM THE SEVERED FUEL LINES IGNITED CAUSING THE PLANE 
TO EXPLODE AND BURN. 

2. IT REMAINS UNCLEAR WHO WAS RESPONSIBT F.FOR PLANTING THE MINE, 
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DEFENSE OF THE AIRFIELD. THE ITALIAN CONSUL WHO ARRIVED ON THE 
FIRST SECTION OF THE FLIGHT AND WAS AT THE AIRPORT AT THE 
TIME OF THE INCIDENT REPORTED THAT AFCT DID SWERVE WELL OF THE USUAL 
AREA OF THE RUNWAY. HIS DISCUSSION WITH SOURCES IN MASSAWA INDICATE 
THAT THE PILOT WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE MASSAWA AIRPORT. LENDING 
CREDENCE TO THE THEORY THAT MINE WAS PLACED THERE BY EPMG 
SECURITY FORCES. THERE WAS SOME APPREHENSION IN BOTH MASSAWA AND 
ASMARA THAT THIS INCIDENT WOULD INSPIRE RETALIATION FROM EPMG FORCES, 
BUT NO SUCH INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED. SEVERAL EAL FLIGHTS HAVE 
LANDED IN MASSAWA SINCE THE INCIDENT WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING 
DIFFICULTIES. 

3. FOR ADDIS: MAAG AVIATION SECTION MAY WISH TO OBTAIN FURTHER 
DETAILS ON THE INCIDENT FROM EPMG AVIATION AUTHORITIES IN ADDIS 
TO CLARIFY THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO FUTURE MAAG FLIGHTS 
PLANNED FOR MASSAWA. 

SHERRY 
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